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To counteract this, conditions in the teaching profession were
improved, salaries were increased, the status of the teacher was
raised to that of the factory-worker and so on. Propaganda
stressing the importance of the teaching profession, and of
education, was carried on in the Press and on the wireless. Much
was made of the great work that the teacher was doing in the
building of Socialism. Gradually youth reacted and began to
enter teachers' technicums. Should it happen that more engineers
are required in a certain year, and fewer textile workers, then
the number of vacant places in the latter technicums will be
reduced, while the number in the engineering technicums will
be increased. When the economic plans are drawn tip for any
period, the number of new workers for each industry or social
unit is also planned. By this means it is possible to regulate
roughly the number of students entering different types of
technicums and so prevent a dislocation of industry or of social
life. When the country's need for skilled workers is satisfied—
this will not be for a great many years—the control exercised
by planning will prevent overcrowding in one profession and a
shortage in another.
One interesting feature about these students who are to be
the lower-grade specialists of the Soviet Union should be men-
tioned. Year by year the origin of the students changes. Whereas
in the beginning the majority came from the petit bourgeois—
traders, merchants, and officials—now the majority come from
factory-workers and peasants. Actually 75 per cent of the new
lower-grade specialists are of worker or peasant origin.
The number of students trained each year increases rapidly*
In 1928 there were 1,650 technicians, with 253,600 students. In
1982 there were 3,000 technicums, with about one million
students*
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